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Measures for Sustainable Ecotourism Operations in Guyana
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Description of the project.

The project intends to interview stakeholders from the Iwokrama Protected Forest Area which include indigenous community and staff of
an Eco-Lodge in the protected area to identify how the COVID-19 pandemic have impacted their operation and livelihoods within the
protected area. The information gathered will then be used to prepare an Eco-tourism recovery manual from the COVID-19 pandemic,
scientific manuscripts to be submitted for peer review to international journals and several reports to be shared with the stakeholders of
Iwokrama and the wider tourism sector of Guyana. The project will also enhance the promotion of Iwokrama through digital media
advertisements and online platforms. The entire project will culminate with a tourism stakeholder’s conference where all the project
findings will be shared to the larger tourism sector of Guyana.
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O— The BIOPAMA AC Objective(s) Addressed The project An Assessment of the
E,/— v Increased resilience to major shocks and recovery of the protected and conserved areas including sustainable/innovative funding planning. Impacts of COVID-19 and Potential
O— Recovery Measures for Sustainable
Ecotourism Operations in Guyana is
financed by the European Union and
the Organisation of  African,
Caribbean and Pacific  States
through  the Biodiversity and
— Priority Need Addressed Protected Areas Management
IE] N/A (BIOPAMA) Programme.
 —
BIOPAMA  assists  the  African,
Caribbean and Pacific countries to
address their priorities for improved
management and governance of
biodiversity and natural resources.
BIOPAMA provides a variety of
o, The change the project implementation will bring for the protected areas tools, services and funding to
|-|-|—| The Iwokrama Protected Area is a unique case study site that demonstrates the benefits of an effective eco-tourism model that enhances conservation actors in the African,
 s— conservation efforts. The challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic are unique to the eco-tourism industry in general as the level of travel Caribbean  and  Pacific  (ACP)
VA restrictions imposed globally was unprecedented. The eco-tourism operations in Iwokrama was not prepared for the measures taken to alleviate countries. The BIOPAMA  grant-
COVID-19 which has impacted the operations of its conservation efforts and the livelihoods of numerous indigenous communities. The change the making facility is managed by IUCN
project will therefore bring to the protected area is in better preparing the eco-tourism operation of Iwokrama for future pandemic circumstances (International Union for
similar to COVID-19 by understanding how the COVID-19 pandemic affected current operations. Conservation  of  Nature) and

supports projects on the ground to
strengthen the management and
governance of protected and
conserved areas, with a total budget
of 21 million Euros.

This project is financed by the European Union and the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States through the BIOPAMA Programme. The contents of this
material are the sole responsibility of Fondation pour Ia Protection de la Biodiversité Marine and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the
EU nor of the OACPS.
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